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What is AP Government & Politics?

· A traditional, college level survey/seminar elective for high school seniors in the study of American government
· The major emphasis is placed on the study of American political ideology and the evolution of its democratic institutions.
Do I have a summer project?

· Yes, the summer reading consists of a 2-3 page research paper and a 2-3 page movie analysis

· The project is due the first day of school

What are the units of study?

· Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government

· Political Beliefs and Behaviors

· Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

· Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts

· Public Policy

· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

What happens during the study of a unit?

· 75% lecture/discussion of content

· 15% discussion of current political events

· 5% seminars

· 5% group presentations

What are tests like?

· Tests take place over the course of 2 days

· The first day is a free response question (essay)

· The second day is 60 selected response questions (multiple choice)

· Tests are given at the end of each unit while 20-30 selected response questions are given at the end of each chapter

What else do I need to know?

· Analysis of 47 landmark Supreme Court Cases

· Three 2-3 page analysis papers

