AP Government and Politics

2010 Summer Project

Mr. Busch - tbusch@pennridge.org 
Introduction:
Students taking AP Government and Politics are required to complete a summer project to better prepare you for the course.  The project will be graded and included in your first quarter grade.  If a student is added to the class at any point during the summer or school year, they will also be required to complete the project.

Due Date:
The Summer Project is due the first day of class in August.

Communication:
If you have any questions over the summer, please feel free to email me.  Please keep in mind that I may have vacations planned or may be away from a computer for a few days to a week during the summer.  If you do not hear back from me within a week, please resend your email.

Project Assignments:
You will have two assignments to complete this summer: a research assignment and a film review.  Topics for the research assignment and the film review must be submitted to me through email by June 18th.  Please email me with your first and last name and your top three choices for both the research assignment and film review. You will be given your top choice if it has not already been taken.  If it is taken, your number two choice will be considered, and then onto the third.  Only one student per research topic will be permitted and three per movie will be allowed.  A confirmation email will be sent back to you.  If there is another film or topic you would like to do, please submit that for approval.  Topics and films will be awarded on a first come, first serve basis.

Because some of the movies/films on the list carry an R rating, ALL students must submit the Parent/Guardian Waiver, no matter which movie you choose, by June 7th to me in Room 117.

Requirements:
All papers should be typed, double-spaced, normal 12 pt type, and one-inch margins (MLA format)

Plagiarism:
Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, is a form of cheating.  If I determine plagiarism has been committed, you will receive a zero for the entire assignment and you will be subject to the penalty for plagiarism provided in the discipline code.  Plagiarism is not only copying from published works, but copying from other students as well.  If two students are caught, they will both receive zeros.  If you are guilty of plagiarism twice in this course, you will receive a WF for the course.  Please refer to the Pennridge Student Handbook for the entire explanation.

Deadlines:
Parent Waiver: June 7th 
Topic Selection: Begins June 1st, Ends June 18th 
All Work Due: First Day of Class.  For every day an assignment is turned in late, a letter grade will be deducted from your overall score.  Failure to turn in an assignment will result in an Incomplete on your First Marking Period grade until the assignment is turned in.
Assignment #1: Political Movie/TV Review
In an AP class, we will not have much time to watch many movies.  This is not because I find them without value, but rather due to time limitations and the quantity of material we need to cover.  I do believe that there are many worthwhile movies that can teach you about government and politics and that is the purpose of this assignment.

You must choose from this list and complete the following assignment:

1. List the Title, year released, director, and main actors and their roles

2. Explain the historical context of what was going on at the time of the film’s release

3. Review the film, include any information you can determine about historical accuracy

4. Explain what you learned from this film that you can apply to your understanding of how the U.S. government operates (most important part)

5. The assignment should be 2-3 pages in length.

6. Choose from this list and confirm your choice with me via email by June 18th.  Movies are based on a first come, first serve basis and no more than 3 people per movie.

	12 Angry Men (1957)

Advise & Consent (1962)

All the President’s Men (1975)

An Inconvenient Truth (2006)

Citizen Kane (1941)

Clear and Present Danger (1994)

Dave (1992)

The Day After (1983)

Dr. Strangelove or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and The Good Sheppard (2004)

Love the Bomb (1964)

Fail Safe (1964) or the remake

First Daughter (2004)

Ghandi (1982)

Gideon’s Trumpet (1979)

Good Night and Good Luck (2006)

Hunt for Red October (1990)

Manchurian Candidate (1962, 2004)

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1940)

Not Without My Daughter (1991)

Pelican Brief (1993)

Sicko (2007)

Thirteen Days (2000)

The War Room (1993)

W. (2008)

West Wing (TV, 2 episodes)
	The following movies are rated R, mostly for language and violence.  

Absolute Power (1997)

Air Force One (1997)

The American President (1995)

Black Hawk Down (2001)

The Candidate (1972)

Charlie Wilson’s War (2007)

Crimson Tide (1998)

Enemy of the State (1998)

Fahrenheit 9/11 (2004)

Frost/Nixon (2008)

In the Line of Fire (1993) 

JFK (1992)

Nixon (1995)

Rendition (2007)

Saving Private Ryan (1998)

The Siege (1998)

Syriana (2005)

United 93 
Wag the Dog (1997)

A movie not on the list but approved me.


Assignment #2: Political Research Assignment

Most students do not have a deep understanding of all the historical events that impact today’s government policies and political issues.  This is your chance to research these topics in depth.  This year, the topics are all political scandals, important legislation, or landmark Supreme Court cases.

You must choose a topic from the list and complete the following assignment:

1. Explain the historical context of what was going on at the time this topic occurred.

2. Explain the topic.  This is the main part of the report which should include among other details:

a. For a scandal, explain what happened or was alleged, who was involved, the results, punishments, or political impact

b. For legislation, explain what issue the law addressed, what the law was designed to do, who supported it, and the results

c. For a court case, explain the issue before the court, the verdict, the key justices involved, and subsequent cases that upheld or altered the ruling

3. Explain how this topic changed our government or politics and its impact on us today

4. Include a works cited page with a minimum of 4 sources.  Only three of the sources may be from the Internet or a web-based database.  Wikipedia may not be used.
5. The assignment should be 3-4 pages in length.

6. Choose from this list and confirm your choice with me via email by June 18th.  Topics are based on a first come, first serve basis and no more than 1 person per topic.

	Teapot Dome Scandal (1920s)

Watergate (1970s)

Iran-Contra Affair (1980s)

Clinton Impeachment (1990s)

CIA Leak Scandal (2000s)

Marbury v. Madison (1803)

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

Barren v. Baltimore (1833)

Dred Scott v. Stanford (1857)

Plessy v. Fergusson (1896)

Schenck v. U.S. (1919)

Gitlow v. New York (1925)

Korematsu v. U.S. (1944)

Wolf v. Colorado (1949)

Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

Mapp v. Ohio (1961)

Baker v. Carr (1962)

Engel v. Vitale (1962)

Abington School District v. Schempp (1963)

Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

Griswold v. Connecticut (1965)

Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

Sheppard v. Maxwell (1966)
Loving v. Virginia (1967)
Katz v. U.S. (1967)

Epperson v. Arkansas (1968)

Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)

Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971)

NY Times v. U.S. (1971)
Reed v. Reed (1971)
Flood v. Kuhn (1972)
Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)

Roe v. Wade (1973)
U.S. v. Nixon (1974)
NAZI Party of America v. Skokie (1977)

New Jersey v. TLO (1985)

Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier (1988)

Webster v. Reproductive Services (1989)
Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992)

Reno v. ACLU (1997)

Clinton v. Jones (1997)
Boy Scouts v. Dale (2000)
Bush v. Gore (2000)

Dickerson v. U.S. (2000)

Board v. Pottawatomie (2002)

Lawrence v. Texas (2003)
1883 Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act
	1913 Federal Reserve Act

1913 Revenue Act (Underwood Tariff)
1914 Clayton Antitrust Act

1930 Hawley-Smoot Tariff

1933 Glass-Steagall Act (Banking Act of 1933)

1935 Social Security Act

1938 Fair Labor Standards Act

1944 Serviceman’s Readjustment Act (GI Bill)
1947 Taft-Hartley Act

1956 Federal Aid Highway (National Interstate and Defense
          Highway Act)

1961 Peace Corps Act

1963 Clean Air Act (1967 and 1970 Acts too)

1963 Equal Pay Act

1964 Civil Rights Act

1965 Voting Rights Act

1965 Social Security Act of 1965 (Medicare and Medicaid)

1966 Freedom of Information 

1967 Age Discrimination in Employment Act

1972 Title IX Education Act

1972 Consumer Product Safety Act

1973 War Powers Act

1973 Endangered Species Act

1974 Federal Election Campaign Act

1974 Congressional Budget Act

1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act

1985 Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Balanced Budget Act

1990 Americans with Disabilities Act

1993 Family and Medical Leave Act

1993 Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act

1994 North American Free Trade Agreement

1996 Defense of Marriage Act

1996 Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
          Reconciliation Act (Welfare Reform Act)

2001 Patriot Act

2002 No Child Left Behind Act

2002 Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (McCain-Feingold)

2002 Authorization for the Use of Force Against Iraq

2003 Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act
2008 Troubled Assets Relief Program

2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
A topic not on the list but approved by me.


Name 







 Per 

 Date 





AP Government and Politics

2008 Summer Reading

Mr. Busch
Please staple this page on top of your assignment.
	Description
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	· You have chosen a movie/film with the title, year, director, and main characters and their roles.  
· You have explained the historical context at the time of the movie’s release.
· You have included information dealing with the film’s historical accuracy. 
· You demonstrate an understanding of how the U.S. government works through your understanding of the film.
	40
	

	· You have chosen a topic from the list and explained the topic and historical context of the time.  
· You demonstrate how the topic changed our government or politics and its impact today.  
· You have included a works cited page.
	40
	

	· Mechanics: You have used proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.  

· For each mechanical mistake, 1/2-point will be deducted
	20
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