To:  2010 – 2011 Advanced Placement United States History Students
From:  Mr. E.W. Johnson
Date:  Monday, June 7, 2009
Re:  Summer Reading Assignment

Thank you for expressing your interest in United States history by signing up for the Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) course.  This is an indication of your interest in accepting the challenge of demanding course work in a class designed to mirror the type of work expected of college freshmen.

To better prepare you for your work next year, I have assembled a summer reading assignment.  The task is to read the first four chapters of the textbook and to answer questions and identify key terms related to the reading.  You may pick up a textbook in Room 116 AFTER SCHOOL any day before finals begin.  The question and answer packet is available on this website or, if you prefer, you may pick up a paper copy when you get your textbook.  Please be prepared to submit a completed packet on the first day of class in the fall and to take a test on the material shortly after the start of school.

Please note:


  1. Because I have not received the shipment of textbooks for the fall, I am issuing earlier 


editions for the summer reading*.  The questions and identification terms are taken from 


a recent edition, as I do not have access to the earlier study guide.  You should expect to 


find some inconsistencies since two different editions are being used.  I have done the 


best I could with the materials available to prepare you for your work in the fall.


* Because of the nature of the course, you will spend a great deal of time reading in the 


   textbook.  If you are interested in purchasing a book that you will use next year, please 


   see the Text Purchase Form.

  2. You may find that the space provided for some items is insufficient for thorough written 


responses.  You might consider typing answers on other paper or working with the packet 

as a Word document and printing out the questions and your answers.  Again, I have done 

the best I could without using up too much of the district’s paper resources.

I hope that you will have an enjoyable summer and at the same time come to school prepared for APUSH work.  I suggest that you get an early start and spread out the work so the burden will not be too heavy in August.  Finally, I hope that this assignment will give you a good idea of what to expect in the course.  The basic reading schedule will be to address one chapter per week.  With that in mind, you might want to try to complete each of the assigned chapters in a week to see what the workload will be like.

Enjoy your summer.  I look forward to meeting you in the fall.
P.S.  When you come to pick up your materials, please be prepared to supply me with your telephone 
number and e-mail address, in case I need to contact you this summer.
