CHAPTER ONE – THE MEETING OF CULTURES
AMERICA BEFORE COLUMBUS

1. Identify and describe the elaborate native civilizations that developed in South and Central America and in Mexico.

2. Why did Europeans consider the Indians they met to be “savages,” regardless of their cultural achievements?

3. Describe the way of life of the North American Indians – where they lived and how they supported themselves.

4. What were the three large language groups, and where did their speakers live?

5. Describe the changes taking place among North American Indians during the century before Europeans arrived.

EUROPE LOOKS WESTWARD

6. Why was there little incentive for other Europeans to follow after the initial voyage to America by Norse sailors?

7. What changes stimulated the Europeans to look toward new lands?

8. What did Columbus hope to achieve through his voyages, and what did he actually accomplish?

9. Why did the conquistadores seek to eliminate the underpinnings of existing American civilization?  How was this destruction accomplished?

10. Explain how the Spanish empire was built primarily through private enterprise.

11. Describe the demographic differences between the Spanish empire in America and the empires to the north.

12. What was the “demographic catastrophe” that struck the American Indians?  What impact did it have on European colonization efforts?

13. What did Europeans gain from the Indians that proved more important than gold?

14. What did the intermarriage of Spanish with North Americans reveal about the Spanish colonial system and suggest about the Europeans who administered it?

15. What role did the Catholic Church play in Spanish colonization efforts?

16. Describe the cultures from which African slaves were taken and brought to America.

17. How did the African slave trade originate, and how did it evolve?

THE ARRIVAL OF THE ENGLISH

18. What commercial factors contributed to England’s decision to seek colonies in the New World?

19. What arguments did Richard Hakluyt present in favor of England’s settling colonies?

20. How did Martin Luther’s doctrine of “faith along” differ from John Calvin’s doctrine of “predestination”?

21. How did the English Reformation differ from that of Luther and Calvin?  Why did it fail to satisfy the religious desires of many English people?

22. What did the Puritans wish to accomplish, and why did they clash with James I?

23. How did the English colonization of Ireland influence the way in which the English colonized America?

24. Where did the French and Dutch establish colonies in North America, and how did their efforts differ from those of the Spanish and the English/

25. How did nationalism inspire the English to get into the race for colonies?

26. Describe the colonization efforts of Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh?

27. How did James I settle the rivalry between London and Plymouth merchants over the exploration of North America?

IDENTIFICATION

1. Tenochtitlan

2. Iroquois Confederation

3. Francisco Pizarro

4. Mali

5. Black Death

6. Prince Henry the Navigator

7. Amerigo Vespucci

8. mestizos

9. John Cabot

10. enclosures

11. merchant-capitalists

12. mercantilism

13. Huguenots

14. Separatists

15. “plantations”

16. coureurs de bois

17. “sea dogs”

18. Don Juan de Onate

19. Pueblo Indians

CHAPTER TWO – THE ENGLISH “TRANSPLANTATIONS”

THE EARLY CHESAPEAKE

1. What conditions shaped the character of English settlements in America?

2. What serious difficulties did the Virginia colonists suffer from the moment they landed?

3. How did the motives of the Virginia colonists differ from those of the Separatists who settled Plymouth?

4. Why did the Virginia colonists select the site they did, and why was this a poor choice?

5. After the colony was established, what efforts did the Virginia Company make to attract settlers and make the colonists more happy and productive?

6. Explain the importance of tobacco in the development of the Virginia colony.

7. What led to Virginia’s becoming a royal colony?

8. What were the origins of the colony of Maryland?  How did Maryland’s early development differ from that of Virginia?

9. What were the origins of the political turmoil in Virginia during the 1670s?

10. How was Bacon’s Rebellion related to the political unrest in Virginia, and what effect did the rebellion have on the development of that colony?

CARIBBEAN COLONIZATION

11. What were the major British Caribbean colonies and under what circumstances were they obtained?

12. Why did British colonists in the Caribbean turn to African slaves as a source of labor?  Explain the impact slavery had on the life of white colonists.  On the Africans who were enslaved.

13. In what ways were the Caribbean settlements important to the British?

14. Why was it difficult to establish a stable society and culture in the Caribbean colonies?

THE GROWTH OF NEW ENGLAND

15. Describe the background of the Pilgrims and their motives for coming to America.

16. How did the Pilgrims’ experience with the Indians differ markedly from that of settlers in Virginia?

17. How did the turbulent events in England generate interest in colonization among certain English Puritans?  What did these Puritans hope to accomplish?

18. How did the charter of the Massachusetts Bay Company influence the colony’s first government?

19. What did the Puritans believe to be their purpose in coming to America (their “mission”), and how did church and state cooperate to achieve this goal?

20. How did the colony of Connecticut originate?  Rhode Island?  What does this expansion (“exodus”) reveal about the colony of Massachusetts Bay?

21. What was the controversy surrounding Anne Hutchinson, and what does it reveal about Puritan religious and social beliefs?

22. What factors made relations between Indians and colonists in New England such a disaster for Native Americans?

THE RESTORATION COLONIES

23. How did the Stuart Restoration affect those colonies already established in America?  How did it affect attitudes about founding more settlements?

24. How did the political, economic, social, and religious institutions established in Carolina reflect the proprietors’ motives for starting the colony?

25. What caused the Carolina settlements along the Ashley and Cooper Rivers to develop differently from those in the Albemarle area?

26. What sort of social order took root in the colony of Carolina?  Why did it differ from that proposed under Carolina’s Fundamental Constitution?

27. How did the existing Dutch settlements and institutions influence the development of New York?

28. Why did the power in New York remain widely dispersed?  Who shared this power?

29. What beliefs and practices characterized the Quakers, and how did their influence make Pennsylvania a unique colony?

30. How did the purposes for which Georgia was founded differ from those of previous colonies?  How were they similar?

THE DEVELOPMENT OF EMPIRE

31. What attempts did England make to regulate its colonies between 1660 and 1700?  What moved the mother country to consider regulation at this time, and how was it enforced?

32. What were the origins of the Dominion of New England, and what was the colonial reaction to it?

33. What impact did the Glorious Revolution have on England’s North American colonies?

THE AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT

34. What were the “other Pilgrims” that came to the New World with the Europeans?

35. How was “the colonization of America as much a biological invasion as a cultural one”?

IDENTIFICATION

1. Powhatan

2. “adventurers”

3. “starving time”

4. A Counterblaste to Tobacco

5. John Rolfe

6. the headright system

7. House of Burgesses

8. Opechancanough

9. Maryland’s Act Concerning Religion

10. Sir William Berkley

11. Oliver Cromwell

12. Green Springs group

13. Barbados

14. Scrooby congregation

15. William Bradford

16. John Winthrop

17. Thomas Hooker

18. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut

19. Roger Williams

20. King Philip’s War

21. Earl of Shaftesbury

22. Sir George Carteret

23. Society of Friends

24. William Penn’s “Holy Experiment”

25. James Oglethorpe

26. Georgia Trustees

27. Edmund Andros

28. William and Mary

29. Jacob Leisler

30. John Coode

CHAPTER THREE – SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN PROVINCIAL AMERICA

COLONIAL POPULATION
1. Explain the system of indentured servitude that developed in the American colonies.  Why was it such an “appealing” system?

2. What impacted did freed indentures have on colonial sociopolitical development?

3. Why did most indentures go to Pennsylvania and New York after 1700?

4. What factors contributed to the rapid increase in colonial population in the last half of the 17th century?

5. How did the importance of reproduction in the labor-scarce society of colonial America affect the status and life cycle of women?

6. How and why did the status of women in colonial America differ from region to region?

7. Describe the steps that led to the establishment of black slavery in the English-American colonies.

8. Why are the 1690s considered a “turning point in the history of the black population in America”?  What had this change resulted in by 1760?

9. Identify the various interpretations of the origin of slavery in America and the historians associated with it.  Trace the evolution of the interpretations.

10. What were the major non-English groups to migrate to America, and why did they come?

11. What were the general characteristics of the colonial population in the first half of the 18th century – its rate of growth, cultural composition, settlement patterns?

THE COLONIAL ECONOMIES

12. Describe the economy of the Chesapeake region, and explain why it developed as it did.

13. How did the economy of South Carolina and Georgia differ from that of the Chesapeake?  How was it similar?

14. Why did the northern colonies turn to economic pursuits other than agriculture?

15. How did agriculture in the middle colonies differ from that in the other regions?

16. What factors gave rise to colonial commercial enterprises?  What obstacles did these enterprises have to overcome and what effect did their success have on the colonial economy?

17. What was the “triangular trade”, and what does it reveal about colonial economies?

18. How did Britain’s mercantile policy both help and hurt the colonies?

PATTERNS OF SOCIETY

19. How did the plantation system in the American South illustrate both the differences between the colonial and the English class systems and the way in which the colonial communities evolved in response to local conditions?

20. What were the characteristics of plantation slavery?

21. Describe the plantation as an economic unit; as a social unit.

22. What were the characteristics of communities that emerged in Puritan New England?

23. How was the family central to the Puritan community?

24. How did the experience of America affect the patriarchal society?

25. How did the witchcraft hysteria of the 1680s and 1690s result from a “gap between the expectations of a united community and the reality of a diverse and divided one”?

26. What forces gave rise to colonial “cities”?

27. Describe the distinctive features of urban life in colonial America.

THE COLONIAL MIND

28. What were the two powerful forces competing for the American mind in the eighteenth century?

29. What were the major religious groups in the colonies, what elements formed them, and where were they located?

30. What was the Great Awakening?  Who brought it about and what groups supported or opposed it?

31. What were the effects of the Great Awakening?

32. What was the Enlightenment?  How did it differ from the Great Awakening?

33. What colonial colleges were in operation by 1763?  Why was each founded, and what subjects were studied in the mid-eighteenth century?

34. What evidence was there that the influence of the Enlightenment was spreading in America?

35. Explain the working of the law in colonial America – the concepts on which it was based and the way if functioned.

WHERE HISTORIANS DISAGREE

36. How have historians differed over how and why white Americans created a system of slave labor in the seventeenth century?

37. Explain the debate among historians over how and why it was determined that people of African descent should be slaves in America.

PATTERNS OF POPULAR CULTURE

38. Why was it said of almanacs that “no book we read (except the Bible) is so much valued and so serviceable to the community”?

39. In colonial America, what needs did the almanacs fill?

IDENTIFICATION

1. “seasoning”

2. middle passage

3. Royal African Company

4. “slave codes”

5. Scotch-Irish

6. Eliza Lucas

7. Peter Hasenclever

8. extractive industries

9. Charles Carroll of Carrollton

10. Gullah

11. town meeting

12. “visible saints”

13. SPG

14. Halfway Covenant

15. George Whitefield

16. Jonathan Edwards

17. New Lights/Old Lights

18. “dame schools”

19. Cotton Mather

20. John Peter Zenger

CHAPTER FOUR – THE EMPIRE UNDER STRAIN

A LOOSENING OF TIES

1. How did the relationship between king and Parliament change during the early eighteenth century?  What role did the Prime minister play in this change?

2. How were the American colonies administered by Britain, from Britain, during this period?  What was the effect of this policy?

3. How did British officials in the colonies carry out (or fail to carry out) their duties, and what was the effect of their activities?

4. How was England’s hold on the colonies weakened between 1700 and 1775?

5. What factors helped to promote colonial divisions during this period?

6. What was the Albany Plan and what did it reveal about colonial unity?

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE CONTINENT

7. To what areas of North America had the French laid claim by 1750?

8. How did the French attempt to secure their hold on the vast areas they claimed?

9. What could the French and English offer the Indians who lived in the continental interior?  What did the French offer that was “often more important” than what the British promised, and what made it so significant?

10. What were the causes and the results of Anglo-French conflicts between 1646 and 1748?  What role did the American colonies of each play in these?

11. What caused the Great War for the empire and why was it called by that name?

12. How did the Great War for the empire become a “global war”, and how did Britain carry out its part in the struggle?

13. What role did the French and British colonies play in this war?

14. What were the terms of the Treaty of Paris of 1763?

THE NEW IMPERIALISM

15. What dilemma faced London policymakers at the end of the Great War for the empire?

16. What arguments were raised for and against the post-1763 “territorial imperialism”, and how did this new policy alter British attitudes toward the colonies?

17. What initial policy changes occurred when George III ascended the throne and what were the king’s motives for these changes?

18. How were the policy changes cited in question 17 reflected in the acts passed under the Grenville administration?  Deal with the specific acts as well as the general policy objectives.

19. What was it about post-1763 British policy that would cause colonists in every section to see the disadvantages rather than the advantages of being part of the British Empire?

STIRRINGS OF REVOLT

20. Why did the Stamp Act so antagonize the American colonists?

21. Who sounded the “trumpet of sedition” in Virginia over the Stamp Act?  What reasons other than those stated in the resolutions proposed, contributed to this action?  What was the effect of this and what were the results?

22. What was England’s response to the American protests over the Stamp Act?  How did the action by Townsend attempt to anticipate American attacks on future acts?

23. How did the policies of Lord North differ from those of his predecessors?  In what ways were they alike?

24. What role did Samuel Adams play in the American protests?  How did his view of the need for American independence differ from those of most other colonial leaders at that time?

25. How did the colonial view of the nature of the British Empire differ from the view of George III and his supporters?

26. What were the theories of government advanced by John Locke and how did the American colonists apply them to their struggle with England?

27. Why was the Tea Act seen by many Americans as a threat to themselves and their institutions?

28. What were the Coercive Acts?  How did the Quebec Act help to unite the colonies with Boston in opposition to these acts?

COOPERATION AND WAR

29. What role was played by the committees of correspondence in the American protests?

30. What were the five major decisions made at the First Continental Congress, and what was their significance?

31. What British leaders spoke out in favor of the American cause, and what were their reasons for doing so?

32. What were the circumstances that led to the fighting at Lexington and Concord?

PATTERNS OF POPULAR CULTURE

33. How and why did taverns become a central institution in colonial American social life?

34. What circumstances and events made taverns central to political life as well?

IDENTIFICATION

1. Robert Walpole

2. Board of Trade and Plantations

3. Treaty of Utrecht

4. King George’s War

5. Edward Braddock

6. William Pitt

7. James Wolfe

8. Proclamation of 1763

9. Sugar Act of 1764

10. Paxton Boys

11. Regulators

12. Sons of Liberty

13. Declaratory Act

14. Mutiny Act

15. Massachusetts Circular Letter

16. Boston Massacre

17. John Adams

18. “internal”/”external” taxes

19. “Right of Revolution”

20. Letters of a Pennsylvania Farmer

21. “virtual representation”

22. Gaspee incident

23. Intolerable Acts

24. Continental Association

25. Conciliatory Propositions

